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Abstract:

Recent dramatic increases in food prices in much of the world have caused much concern, and have even
resulted in some public protests and riots. This is easy to understand given the large percentages of
incomes that the poor devote to food purchases. Many commentators have predicted that food supplies in
the Asia-Pacific region will become much more limited in the future as the result of population growth, the
rapid growth of cities, new food demands by a growing middle class, the impacts of climate change, and the
growth of a global food industry. But will these possible shortages of food result in pressures that will
destabilise the security situation in the region? Recent work of the whole concept of security has resulted in
some redefinition of the term to include issues of human security, but it could also be argued that severe
strains on the human security situation could even result in increased instability in the more traditional kind
of security regime. The extreme case of North Korea is used as an example of how this might happen. But
we really do not know if such dangers are real ones for the region as a whole, and it is suggested that much
more research is needed in this area. The whole concept of resilience has been used in some studies
elsewhere and this may be useful starting point for new work in this area.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Food/Water Security

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution

Geographic Feature:  
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Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Asia

Asian Region/Country: Other Asian Region

Other Asian Region: Asia-Pacific

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Malnutrition/Undernutrition

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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